
June 8. 2007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretaty, Federal Communications Commission 
445 12'~ Street, sw 
Room TV-6204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

JUL 3 72007 

Re: I n  the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; 
I n  the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 
96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I am writing this letter to the Commission to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on 
Universal Service to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service 
support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the Joint Board and Staff 
as they consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

Great Plains Communications believes that this first step is an important step to begin a process to 
preserve universal service for the benefit of all consumers in Nebraska and the nation. Without this 
critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that universal service provides to 
rural customers that our company serves will be in serious jeopardy. 

I urge the Commission to adopt this cap as soon as possible. 

Sincerely, 

/fl+ 44-J 
S. Michael sen 
CEO 

cc: Chairman Kevin 3. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael 3. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Hon. Ray Baum 
Hon. Larry S. Landis 
Hon. Lisa Polak Edgar 
Hon. John D. Burke 
Hon. Billy Jack Gregg 

1600 Great Plains Centre 0 PO Box 500 0 Blair, NE 68008 0 1.888.343.80140 www.gpcorn.com 
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i June 8.2007 

Ms. )Marlene Dortch 
Secrctary, Fedeial Communications Commission 
445 1Yh Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washingon, D.C. 20554 
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,IU!. b 2007 

Re: In the Matter  of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; III the  
.Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

k a r  Ms. Dortch: 

We are writing this letter to the Commission to cndorsc the rccommendation of the Joint Board on 
Universal Service to place an interim. emergency cnp on the nmount of hi&-cost universal service 
suppon !hat competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tale and the other members of the Joint Board and 
Staff as they constder the dtflicult questions associated with the dtstribution mechanism for universal 
service support 

Wc  believe that this first slep is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit ofconsumers in Nebraska. Without this critical action and lendership on the pan of the Joint 
Board thc benefits that universal service provides to rural customers would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner ,Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M.  McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor 'Tale 
Hon. Ray Baum 
Hon. l.arry S. Landis 
Hon. I.isa Polak Edgar 
Hon. John D. Burke 
Hon. Billy Jack Grcgg 
Senator BLn Nelson 
Senator Chuck Hagel 
Congressman hdrian Smith 



Lafourche Tele,phune Co., LLC, 
Dedicated to ExeeUence... 
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Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Scwire Support, WC Docket Ma. 
05-337; In the Matter of  Federal-State Joint Board en Universal 
SCW~CC, CC D ~ k t l  Nu. 96-45 

Dear C'omrnissiriner Tate: 

I ani writing 10 cndorsc the 1-ceommendalion ofthe Join1 Ruard on IJniversnI Smvicc to 
place iui inlcrirn, cmergeiley cap un tile amuunl of high-cost universal senice support that 
uc~i~ipctitiw eligible tcI~~~nimunications carriers may receive. 

I iipprcsiatc your 1e;icicrship and rhsi ol'the orher members ofthe Joint Board and staff as 
y o u  consider Ihc diif icri l l  yuerrions msociaicd with the distribution mechanism for 
univerml service support. 

W c  belicvo that this f i r s  slcp is the best way to begin a process to preserve uiuversd 
sewicc fur the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership a 
par1 of ihc: Juinr B u d .  the b e n c h  that universal service pmvidcs to rural co i l~wne ,~  
would be in serious jeqmrdrty. 

Sincerely. 



June 8,2007 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal 
Communications Commission 
445 l z th  Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: I n  the Mat ter  of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC 
Docket No. 05-337; I n  the Mat ter  o f  Federal-State Joint Board 
on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I am the president o f  a small ILEC, we serve 2000 customers located in 10 
exchanges across Texas that include Erath, Comanche, Hamilton, Webb, Freestone, 
Limestone, Uvalde, Nolan, Fisher, Duval, Dimmitt, LaSalle and Maverick counties. 

We are writing this letter to  the Commission t o  endorse the recommendation of 
the Joint Board on Universal Service t o  place an interim, emergency cap on the 
amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible 
telecommunications carriers (ETCs) may receive. High-cost loop support t o  rural 
incumbent ETCs is already capped. We agree with the Joint Board that an interim 
cap on competitive ETC support is appropriate until long term reform measures are 
implemented t o  ensure the long term sustainability of the universal service fund. 

We appreciate the leadership of Commissioner Tate and the other members of the 
Joint Board and Staff as they consider the difficult questions associated with the 
distribution mechanism f o r  universal service support. 

We believe that this f i rs t  step is the best way t o  begin a process t o  preserve 
universal service fo r  the benefit of consumers in Texas. Without this critical 
action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board the benefits that universal 
service provides t o  my rural customers would be in serious jeopardy. 

Alenco Communications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1000 Joshua, TX 76058 

Phone 817 447-0127 Fax 817 447-0169 www.aciglobal.com 



Sincerely, 
Richard L. Allen 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tote 

Michael Conaway District 11 
Chet Edwards District 17 
Ciro Rodriguez District 23 
Henry Cuellar District 28 

Alenco Communications, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1000 Joshua, TX 76058 

Phone 817 447-0127 Fax 817 447-0169 www.aciglobal.com 
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June 8,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost 
Universal Service Support, WC 
Docket No. 05-337; In the 
Matter of Federal-State Joint 
Board on Universal Service, 
CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of 
the Joint Board on Universal Service to place an 
interim, emergency cap on the amount of high- 
cost universal service support that competitive 
eligible telecommunications carriers may 
receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other 
members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with 
the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to 
begin a process to preserve universal service for 
the benefit of consumers. Without this critical 
action and leadership on the part of the Joint 
Board, the benefits that universal service 



provides to rural consumers would be in serious 
jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Stanley Heidemann 
Partner Communications Cooperative 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

Id 



June 8,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ~  Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
advantage networking 

FILEWACCEPTED 
JUL ? 1 ?fin7 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 
05-337; In the Matter o f  Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Bokd on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

1 appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

/L [k 
Mary G. Mongold 
General Manager 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

HARUWNET-GF 

~ Kirnseys Run Road Lost River, WV 26810. Voice: 304,897,991 1 . Fax: 304.897.6585 . Http://ww.Hardynet.com 
121 South Main Street . Moorefield. WV 26836 . Voice: 304.530.5000. Fax: 304.530.5100 
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Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 

June 8.2007 

JU! 3 12007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ’ ~  Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket 
No. 05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that ofthe other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

M. Lynn Pike, President 8 CEO 
BTC Broadband 
6 E. Breckenridge Ave. 
Bixby OK 74008 
918-366-0272 Off 
918-346-7969 Mob 
918-366-6263 Fax 
bpi ke@olo. net 

“NulIuin Gratuitum Prandium ” 



Bivby Telephone company is now...... 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

Id 



Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 

Brazos Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 
109 N. Avenue D 
Olney, TX 76374 

June 8,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12 '~  Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washinaon, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 
05-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

J am writing to endorse the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service to 
place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications camers may receive. 

1 appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as 
you consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for 
universal service support. 

We believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal 
service for the benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the 
part of the Joint Board, the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers 
would be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Richard D. Adams 
Brazos Telephone Cooperative, Inc. 

cc: Chairman Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael .I. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 

Id 



June 26,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 I 2"' Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to express support for the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service 
to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

I believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, 
the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers could be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Stcphanie Dukes 

cc: Chairman Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



GVNW CONSULTING, INC. 
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June 26,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 21h Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to express support for the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service 
to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

1 appreciate your leadership and that of the other members ofthe Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

I believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, 
the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers could be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Mark Rutherford 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



GVNW CONSULTING, INC. 

< 96- vy 

June 26,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room %A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

1 am writing to express support for the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service 
to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

I believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, 
the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers could be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Thoreen 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



June 26,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington. D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to express support for the recommendation of the Joint Board on Universal Service 
to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

1 believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, 
the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers could be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Miller 

cc: Chairman Kevin J . Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 



June 26,2007 

Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 I 21h Street, sw 
Room &A204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

GVNW CONSULTING, INC. 

. .  

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dcar Commissioner Tate: 

I am writing to express support for the recommendation ofthe Joint Board on Universal Service 
to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that 
competitive eligible telecommunications carriers may receive. 

I appreciate your leadership and that of the other members of the Joint Board and staff as you 
consider the difficult questions associated with the distribution mechanism for universal service 
support. 

I believe that this first step is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the 
benefit of consumers. Without this critical action and leadership on the part of the Joint Board, 
the benefits that universal service provides to rural consumers could be in serious jeopardy. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Griffin 

cc: Chairman Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
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From: Rod Bowar [rodb@kennebectelephone.com] iCCfl:l COl I'! : , r K  ab":, !'tj.,,:nlssion 
O!!lcr ijt ;.le seCrL.!a,? 

Sent: 

To: 

Subject: Thank you Commissioner Tate 

Thursday, June 14, 2007 4:24 PM 

Deborah Tate; Kevin Martin; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In 
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding leadership as 
chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for her eloquent testimony 
before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would like to express my full support 
of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost 
universal service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive 
over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's proposed interim cap will secure the near-term 
sustainability oftbe high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long- 
term USF reform that must he taken to sustain affordable communications services for generations to 
come. 

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly gowing pressure on the high-cost USF 
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month interim 
CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough time to develop 
and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or public 
safety 

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all consumers. 
Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal 
service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these reasons, I 
urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein and McDowell to support Commissioner 

7/20/2007 
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Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service 
support. 

Sincerely, 

Rod BOMIUS 
Psesident/Munuger 

cc: Chairman Kevin J .  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
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From: Rod Bowar [rodb@kennebeclelephone.corn] 

Sent: Thursday, June 14,2007 4:24 PM 
To: Deborah Tate; Kevin Marlin; Jonathan Adelstein; Michael Copps; Robert McDowell 
Subject: Thank you Commissioner Tate 

Ms. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ' ~  Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05-337; In 
the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding leadership as 
chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for her eloquent testimony 
before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12,2007. I also would like to express my full support 
of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost 
universal service support that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive 
over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's proposed interim cap will secure the near-term 
sustainability ofthe high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long- 
term USF refonn that must be taken to sustain affordable communications services for generations to 
come. 

'The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost USF 
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month interim 
CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough time to develop 
and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or public 
safet) . 

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all consumers. 
Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the benefits that universal 
service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very near future. For these reasons, I 
urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein and McDowell to support Commissioner 

712012007 
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Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service 
support. 

Sincerely, 

Rod Bow'ar 
President/Manager 

cc: Chairman Kevin J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 
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JUL 3 1 i i !  / 
From: Ron Laudner [rlaudner@omnitel.biz] 

Sent: Thursday, June 14, 2007 4:31 PM 
Federal Coi 

To: Deborah Tate Off1 
Subject: Thank You Commissioner Tate 

Thank FCC Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for your outstanding leadership as chair of the 
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, and for your eloquent testimony at this week's 
Senate hearing. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Laudnev 
CEO 
Omni 7d Communications 
608 East Congress 
Nora Springs, IA 50458 
641-749-2531 - Wk 
641-749-9578 - FX 
641-420-5002 - Cell 
rlaudner@omnitel.bi_z 
w,omnitel .b iz 

Privileged and Confidential Communication: 
IS addressed and may contain confidential and/or privileged information. Any review, dissemination, copying, 
printing or other use of this e-mail by persons or entities other than the addressee is prohibited. If you have 
received this e-mail in error, please contact the sender immediately and delete the material from any computer. 

This e-mail is intended solely for the person to whom it 



COLORADO 
ALLEY 
Telephone Cooperative 

June 20,2007 

4915 South US Hwy. 77. PO Box 130 
La Grange. Texas 78945 

979.242.5911 - 800.242.5911 
Fax 979.242.5910 

www coloradovalley cam 

hls. Marlene Dortch 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 I Yh Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket No. 05- 
337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC 
Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding 
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) and for 
her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 2007. I also would 
like to express my full support of the Joint Board's recommendation to place an interim, 
emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support that competitive eligible 
telecommunications camers (CETCs) will receive over the next 18 months. The Joint Board's 
proposed interim cap will secure the near-term sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service 
Fund (USF). This is a necessary first step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to 
sustain affordable communications services for generations to come. 

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly gowing pressure on the high-cost USF 
mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting the 18-month 
interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) enough 
time to develop and implement long-term USF reform measures without risking the 
sustainability of the fund or public safety. 

This is the best way to hegin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all 
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate the 
benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in the very 
near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners Copps, Adelstein 
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and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint Board's proposed emergency, 
interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support. 

Sincerely, 

Scott Martin 
General Manager 

cc: Chairman ~ v i n  J. Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J .  Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 



JUL 3 12007  Dockets 05-337 and/or Docket 96-45 
Ms. Marlene Dortch Federal C 
Secretary, Federal Communications Commission 
445 1 2 ‘ ~  Street, sw 
Room TW-B204 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

n 

Re: In the Matter of High-Cost Universal Service Support, WC Docket 
NO. OS-337; In the Matter of Federal-State Joint Board on Universal 
Service, CC Docket No. 96-45 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

I would like to thank and praise Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate for her outstanding 
leadership as chair of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) 
and for her eloquent testimony before the Senate Commerce Committee on June 12, 
2007. I also would like to express my full support of the Joint Board’s recommendation 
to place an interim, emergency cap on the amount of high-cost universal service support 
that competitive eligible telecommunications carriers (CETCs) will receive over the next 
18 months. The Joint Board’s proposed interim cap will secure the near-term 
sustainability of the high-cost Universal Service Fund (USF). This is a necessary first 
step toward long-term USF reform that must be taken to sustain affordable 
communications services for generations to come. 

The proposed interim measure will relieve the rapidly growing pressure on the high-cost 
USF mechanism resulting from the explosive growth in CETC USF support. Adopting 
the IS-month interim CETC USF cap will provide the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) enough time to develop and implement long-term USF reform 
measures without risking the sustainability of the fund or public safety. 

This is the best way to begin a process to preserve universal service for the benefit of all 
consumers. Without this critical interim action and the leadership of Commissioner Tate 
the benefits that universal service provides to consumers would be in serious jeopardy in 
the very near future. For these reasons, I urge Chairman Martin and Commissioners 
Copps, Adelstein and McDowell to support Commissioner Tate and adopt the Joint 
Board’s proposed emergency, interim cap on CETC high-cost universal service support. 

Sincerely: 

Richard D. A d a m  
General Manager/Brazos Telephone Cooperative, Inc 

cc: Chairman Kevin J.  Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein 
Commissioner Michael J. Copps 
Commissioner Robert M. McDowell 
Commissioner Deborah Taylor Tate 


